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	One of the important skills that must be obtained in English language learning is listening comprehension. However, many students experience difficulties in understanding spoken English. This study investigates students' perceptions toward the use of English songs in improving listening comprehension. This study investigates EFL students’ perceptions of the use of English songs in improving listening comprehension. Employing a quantitative descriptive design, the study involved 32 English Department students who had completed a Survival Listening/Speaking course at a private university in Indonesia. Data were collected through a closed-ended questionnaire consisting of 25 items distributed across five indicators: motivation, vocabulary development, pronunciation awareness, listening comprehension, and learning interest. The questionnaire used a five-point Likert scale ranging from strongly disagree to strongly agree and was administered online. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, including frequencies, percentages, and mean scores. The findings reveal that students held positive perceptions toward the use of English songs in listening activities, particularly in terms of increasing motivation and enhancing vocabulary acquisition. English songs were also perceived as helpful in improving pronunciation awareness and overall listening comprehension, while creating a more enjoyable and less stressful learning atmosphere. These results suggest that integrating English songs into listening instruction can be an effective pedagogical strategy for EFL classrooms. The study provides practical implications for English teachers in designing engaging listening activities and recommends further research using experimental designs to examine the effectiveness of English songs on listening achievement.



INTRODUCTION
Listening comprehension is a fundamental skill in English language learning and plays a crucial role in developing learners’ overall communicative competence. However, many EFL students struggle with listening due to factors such as unfamiliar vocabulary, fast speech rate, and limited exposure to authentic spoken English (Rost, 2002; as cited in Karim et al., 2024). These challenges highlight the need for engaging and effective teaching strategies that can support students in improving their listening skills (Daulay, 2025; Muxammetkarimuli, 2024; Wah, 2019).
Listening skills have traditionally been viewed as “passive skills” that can develop without direct support (Osada, 2004). However, listening plays a crucial role in language learning. It is also essential for effective communication, as good listening ability helps individuals better understand the information being conveyed (Goss, 1982). Without good listening practice, students may struggle to write or speak English accurately (Hasibuan et al., 2022). Listening skills form the foundation for other English skills. Through listening, students can better understand phonemes, vocabulary, phrases, and sentence structure (Fauzah et al., 2025; Gilakjani & Sabouri, 2016).
Despite the increased awareness of the significance of listening skills in recent times, many challenges are still faced in teaching listening in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classrooms (Nushi & Orouji, 2020; Yıldırım & Yıldırım, 2016). These obstacles are largely related to the lack of attention teachers give to appropriate learning media and instructional strategies. Ginting (2018) notes that many teachers today continue to rely on traditional teaching methods. Furthermore, teachers often depend on conventional media such as textbooks, which limits classroom interaction between teachers and students (Wang, 2013). In listening instruction, teachers frequently use only simple audio materials, resulting in less effective comprehension of spoken language. Consequently, students are unable to fully participate in learning, making the classroom atmosphere passive and uninteresting. Uncomfortable classrooms, boring topics, and unsuitable learning media can make it harder for students to master English listening skills (Lengkoan et al., 2022)
Therefore, an appropriate solution is needed, particularly through the use of suitable media that can enhance student engagement and improve their learning experience (Indra et al., 2023; Leaning, 2015; Serrano et al., 2019). Recently, using English songs in the classroom has become popular. According to Almutairi and Shruki (2016), songs are artistic works expressed through words accompanied by music. Songs provide language learning opportunities in an enjoyable and effective manner. Songs provide authentic language input, exposing learners to natural pronunciation, rhythm, and intonation, and offer a meaningful context for understanding spoken English (Karim, Sudiro, Putri, Syailendra & Lestari, 2024).
When listening to songs, students repeatedly hear phrases and often sing along, allowing them to naturally improve their English listening skills (Jumadullayeva, 2020). Moreover, songs are widely present in daily life, are entertaining, and closely relate to students’ experiences (Bao, 2023; Bokiev et al., 2018; Cortés Rozo et al., 2019). Using them as listening materials helps learners remain relaxed rather than anxious. Therefore, songs can be an effective tool not only for improving listening comprehension but also for increasing motivation and reducing anxiety in the learning process (Putri, Danayanti & Isnaini, 2022)
Integrating music into language learning helps develop creativity, emotional engagement, and cultural awareness while improving language ability (Rahmadhanti et al., 2025). At the same time, language learning also supports music by helping learners understand lyrics, culture, and communication (Chen et al., 2024). Nation (2013) explains that repeated listening to understandable and interesting input helps students learn and remember vocabulary. Many English songs use simple language and repetition, making vocabulary easier to remember. Song lyrics also include both formal and informal language. Therefore, listening to English songs is useful not only for entertainment, but also for improving language skills (Gómez et al., 2025; Isnaini & Aminatun, 2021; Rorintulus & Wuntu, 2023).
Several previous studies have examined the use of English songs in language learning. Putri, Degeng, and Isnaini (2022) found that EFL students held positive perceptions toward the use of English songs as listening learning media, with students reporting that songs made listening activities more comfortable and engaging compared to traditional media. Lestary and Seriadi (2019) demonstrated that the use of songs could improve students' listening comprehension ability, as songs provided repeated exposure to authentic language in a meaningful context. Karim et al. (2024) from the perspective of Audio-Lingual Method found that English songs facilitated EFL students' learning in listening subjects through habit formation and repetition. Ramadhanti and Farida (2025) in their literature review concluded that listening to English songs has a positive impact on EFL students' vocabulary acquisition, particularly through repeated exposure and contextual learning. Chen, Mohammadi, and Izadpanah (2024) found that language learning through music significantly improved academic achievement, creative thinking, and self-esteem of EFL learners. Sadiqzade (2025) emphasized that using songs in the classroom enhances English language learning by creating a joyful and low-anxiety environment that promotes language acquisition. 
For example, one study found that the majority of students had positive attitudes toward the use of songs for listening practice, considering them more comfortable and engaging than traditional media. However, students’ perceptions may vary depending on their preferences, learning styles, and proficiency levels. Understanding these perceptions is important, because learners’ attitudes toward instructional materials can significantly influence the effectiveness of the learning process.Therefore, this study aims to explore students’ perceptions toward the use of English songs in improving listening comprehension. By identifying how students respond to and evaluate the use of songs in the classroom, this research seeks to provide insights into the potential advantages and challenges of integrating music into listening instruction. The findings are expected to help English teachers design more enjoyable, relevant, and effective listening activities that align with students’ needs and enhance their overall learning experience.
This research aims to investigate EFL students' perceptions toward the use of English songs in improving listening comprehension, to identify the extent to which students perceive English songs as helpful across five indicators (motivation, vocabulary development, pronunciation awareness, listening comprehension, and learning interest), and to provide empirical insights into the advantages and challenges of integrating songs into listening instruction. This research is expected to provide theoretical benefits by enriching the literature on the use of authentic materials in EFL listening instruction, particularly in the Indonesian context. Practically, the findings are expected to help English teachers design more enjoyable, relevant, and effective listening activities that align with students' needs, as well as inform curriculum developers about the potential of integrating songs as a pedagogical strategy to enhance students' listening comprehension and overall learning experience.

METHOD
Research Design
To answer this research question, the research used quantitative descriptive method to investigate students’ perceptions toward the use of English songs in improving listening comprehension. According to Priadana and Sunarsi (2021), the quantitative research method is a research approach that focuses on collecting and analyzing data that can be measured numerically.A descriptive approach was considered appropriate as the study aimed to describe learners’ attitudes and perceptions without manipulating variables or implementing experimental treatment.
Participants
The participants were 32 students who had prior experience learning listening skills through English songs and were selected using purposive sampling. Purposive sampling was used to select participants, as they had prior experience learning listening skills through English songs. This ensured that respondents were able to provide informed perceptions based on actual classroom exposure.
Instrument
Data were collected using a closed-ended questionnaire through digital platform adapted from previous perception-based studies on the use of songs in EFL listening instruction (Putri et al., 2022; Lestary & Seriadi, 2019). The questionnaire consisted of 25 items categorized into five indicators: motivation (5 items), vocabulary development (5 items), pronunciation awareness (5 items), listening comprehension (5 items), and interest in learning (5 items). Responses were measured using a five-point Likert scale ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree).
Prior to data collection, the questionnaire items were reviewed to ensure content validity. Reliability analysis was conducted using Cronbach’s Alpha, which yielded a coefficient of 0.87, indicating that the instrument was reliable for data collection.
Data Analysis
The data were analyzed using quantitative descriptive analysis, which is the simplest and most appropriate technique for perception studies. The analysis focused on describing students’ responses without testing hypotheses or examining cause–effect relationships.
First, each response on the Likert-scale questionnaire was assigned a numerical value: 1 (strongly disagree), 2 (disagree), 3 (neutral), 4 (agree), and 5 (strongly agree). The responses were then tabulated using Microsoft Excel.
Second, the mean score for each questionnaire item and each perception indicator (motivation, vocabulary development, pronunciation awareness, listening comprehension, and learning interest) was calculated. The mean scores were used to represent students’ overall perceptions.
Finally, the mean scores were interpreted using the following criteria: 1.00–2.49 (negative perception), 2.50–3.49 (moderate perception), and 3.50–5.00 (positive perception). Frequencies and percentages were also used to support the interpretation. This descriptive analysis allowed the researcher to clearly summarize students’ perceptions toward the use of English songs in improving listening comprehension.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
This section presents the results of the research based on the data obtained from the questionnaire distributed to the students. The questionnaire was designed to identify students’ perceptions toward the use of English songs in improving listening comprehension.
The questionnaire used a five-point Likert scale, which consists of:
Table 1. Likert Scale Assessment.
	Score
	Category

	1
	Strongly Disagree

	2
	Disagree

	3
	Neutral

	4
	Agree

	5
	Strongly Agree


Source: Primary data processed (2026)

The respondents of this study were 32 students. The data collected from the questionnaire were analyzed using descriptive statistics, including the mean score to determine the level of students’ perceptions.
To interpret the mean score, the following criteria were used:
 x̄ = Σfx / N
Where:

x̄ = mean,
f = frequency (number of students choosing the option) x = Likert score (1–5)
N = total respondents
Table 2. Mean Score Interpretation Criteria
	Mean Score
	Interpretation

	1.00 – 1.80
	Strongly Disagree

	1.81 – 2.60
	Disagree

	2.61 – 3.40
	Neutral

	3.41 – 4.20
	Agree

	4.21 – 5.00
	Strongly Agree


Source: Primary data processed (2026)

Students’ Perception Toward the Use of English Songs

[image: ]
Figure 1. Average Score Chart of Students' Perception of English Song Use
Source: Questionnaire data processing results (2026)

The chart shows that students have positive perceptions of using English songs in listening learning, with all mean scores in the “Agree” to “Strongly Agree” range. Learning interest has the highest mean score (M = 4.39), followed by vocabulary development (M = 4.27) and motivation (M = 4.26), indicating that songs make learning more engaging and support vocabulary growth. Pronunciation awareness (M = 4.05) and listening comprehension (M = 3.91) also show positive responses, although listening comprehension has the lowest score. Overall, English songs are perceived as an effective and enjoyable medium for supporting listening activities.
The results of the questionnaire indicate that students generally have positive perceptions toward the use of English songs in improving listening comprehension.
Based on the descriptive analysis, the mean scores of all indicators fall within the Agree and Strongly Agree categories. This suggests that English songs are perceived as helpful in improving students’ listening skills as well as increasing their motivation and interest in learning English. The findings are explained based on several indicators, namely motivation, vocabulary development, pronunciation awareness, listening comprehension improvement, and learning interest.
1. [bookmark: 1._Motivation_]Motivation
The results show that English songs play an important role in increasing students’ motivation in learning listening skills. Most students responded Agree and Strongly Agree to the statements related to this indicator. The average mean score for motivation is 4.26, which falls into the Strongly Agree category. This indicates that students feel more enthusiastic and motivated when English songs are used during listening activities. The findings suggest that songs create a more relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere in the classroom, which helps students become more engaged in the learning process.
2. [bookmark: 2._Vocabulary_Development_]Vocabulary Development
Another important finding relates to the role of English songs in improving students’ vocabulary. Many students agreed that listening to English songs helps them learn new words and expressions. The average mean score for this indicator is 4.27, which falls into the Strongly Agree category. This indicates that English songs can eﬀectively support vocabulary acquisition. Songs often contain repetitive words and phrases, which help students remember vocabulary more easily. Additionally, songs provide context that allows students to understand how words are used in real communication.
3. [bookmark: 3._Pronunciation_Awareness_]Pronunciation Awareness
The findings also show that English songs contribute to students’ pronunciation awareness. Students reported that listening to songs helps them recognize correct pronunciation, stress, and intonation. The mean score for this indicator is 4.05, which falls into the Agree category. This suggests that English songs help students become more familiar with the sound patterns of the English language. Through repeated listening, students are able to imitate pronunciation and develop better speaking accuracy.
4. [bookmark: 4._Listening_Comprehension_Improvement_]Listening Comprehension Improvement
Listening comprehension is the main focus of this research. The results indicate that students believe English songs help them improve their listening ability. The average mean score for this indicator is 3.91, which falls into the Agree category. Although the score is slightly lower compared to other indicators, it still shows that students perceive songs as a useful tool for improving listening comprehension.
Songs expose students to authentic spoken English, which helps them practice identifying words, phrases, and meanings while listening.

5. [bookmark: 5._Interest_in_Learning_]Interest in Learning
The highest mean score was found in the indicator related to students’ interest in learning. Students strongly agreed that English songs make the learning process more enjoyable and interesting.
The mean score for this indicator is 4.39, which falls into the Strongly Agree category. This finding suggests that songs create a fun and engaging learning environment.
When students enjoy the learning process, they are more likely to participate actively and practice listening skills more frequently.

CONCLUSION
This study reveals that EFL students hold positive perceptions toward the use of English songs in improving listening comprehension. The findings show that English songs significantly enhance students’ motivation, vocabulary development, pronunciation awareness, and learning interest. Among these, learning interest and vocabulary development received the highest responses, indicating that songs create an engaging and enjoyable learning environment. Although the improvement in listening comprehension is perceived positively, it is slightly lower compared to other aspects, suggesting that songs support listening skills but may need to be combined with other instructional strategies for optimal results. Overall, integrating English songs into listening activities is considered an eﬀective and meaningful approach in EFL classrooms. This study implies that teachers are encouraged to incorporate English songs as a teaching medium to create more interactive and motivating learning experiences. However, future research is recommended to use experimental designs in order to measure the actual impact of English songs on students’ listening achievement.
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